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Global Case Challenge
Announcing the 2026 HPBridge Global Case Challenge Award Recipients
This year marked the first HPBridge Global 
Case Challenge, an exciting new initiative 
designed to showcase the outstanding clinical 
expertise, innovation, and collaborative spirit 
of the HPBridge community. The response 
exceeded expectations, with 13 exceptional 
case submissions from around the world, 
making the selection process an incredibly 
competitive one.
We are delighted to congratulate the 
inaugural regional Global Case Challenge 
Award recipients:

Each recipient has been awarded a travel 
grant to attend the 17th IHPBA World Congress 
in Singapore (28–31 October 2026). They will 
also present their winning cases during the 
HPBridge Symposium on Friday, 30 October 
2026, offering Congress delegates the 
opportunity to learn from these fascinating 
and thought-provoking cases.

Our warmest congratulations go to this year’s 
award recipients, and our sincere thanks to all 
13 applicants. The standard of submissions 
was exceptionally high, and every case 
reflected the ingenuity, clinical excellence, 
and commitment to shared learning that make 
HPBridge such a unique global community.

If you’re planning to attend the 2026 IHPBA 
World Congress, be sure to join us at the 
HPBridge Symposium to celebrate our 
inaugural Global Case Challenge winners and 
hear their presentations firsthand. We also 
encourage all HPBridge members to register 
for the Congress and be part of this exciting 
gathering of the global HPB community.

Dr. Thanh Dang Nhu 
(Vietnam, HPBridge Group 2)
Navigating Resource Constraints 
in Synchronous Colorectal Liver 
Metastases: Multi-Modal and 
Adaptive Salvage Strategies in a 
Middle-Income Setting

Professor Olusegun 
Isaac Alatise
(Nigeria, HPBridge Group 4)
Management of an Ampullary 
Tumor in a 16-Year-Old Nigerian 
Patient

Dr. José Roberto 
Contreras 
(Guatemala, HPBridge Group 6)
Diffuse Pancreatic Lipomatosis 
Associated with a Resectable 
Pancreatic Neuroendocrine Tumor 
Following Post-Cholecystectomy 
Bile Leak: Multidisciplinary 
Management of a Complex HPB 
Case

Registration is now open: 
ihpbacongress.org/
registration/

HPBridge is a programme of the IHPBA

https://www.ihpbacongress.org/registration/ 
https://www.ihpbacongress.org/registration/ 
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Touch Surgery™ now 
available to HPBridge 
members
Touch Surgery™ is now available to all 
HPBridge members. Invitations with 
instructions on how to join the platform were 
distributed in mid-July, and members who 
have not yet activated their account are 
encouraged to do so. 
The introduction of Touch Surgery™ forms  
part of HPBridge’s ongoing commitment 
to expanding educational opportunities for 
members. The platform provides a secure 
environment where surgeons can review 
their own operative videos, observe shared 
procedures, and use AI-enabled tools to 
support video review and reflective practice. 
Members can also build a personal video 
library and access structured insights from 
their cases. 
To introduce the platform and answer 
members’ questions, representatives from 
the Touch Surgery™ team will join each 
HPBridge group’s August meeting for a brief 
10-minute presentation. The session will 
include an overview of the platform, its key 
features, and practical information on getting 
started.
If you have already joined Touch Surgery™, 
we encourage you to attend the presentation 
to learn more about the platform and how 
it can be incorporated into your HPBridge 
experience. If you have not yet activated your 
account, the August meeting will be a good 
opportunity to see the platform in action and 
ask any questions before getting started.

HPBridge Sri Lanka 
Workshop 2026
Planning is well underway for the 
HPBridge Sri Lanka Workshop 2026, 
which will take place from 6–15 
September 2026.
Building on the strong partnership 
between HPBridge and the Sri Lankan 
HPB community, the workshop will bring 
together an Australian multidisciplinary 
delegation to collaborate with local 
surgical teams across four cities: Kandy, 
Batticaloa, Jaffna, and Anuradhapura. 
The workshop has been designed to 
strengthen HPB surgical capacity through 
education, hands-on training, and 
professional exchange. Over ten days, 
participants will take part in a programme 
that includes academic symposia, case-
based discussions, operative sessions, 
and focused workshops in laparoscopic 
bile duct surgery and ERCP. Trainees 
will also have dedicated opportunities 
to engage with faculty throughout the 
programme. 
The Australian delegation represents a 
broad range of specialties, including HPB 
surgery, colorectal surgery, interventional 
gastroenterology, interventional 
radiology, hepatology, urology, and 
bariatric surgery. This multidisciplinary 
approach reflects HPBridge’s 
commitment to collaborative learning 
and the exchange of expertise across 
disciplines. 
The Sri Lanka Workshop exemplifies the 
programme’s mission of connecting HPB 
professionals across borders to support 
sustainable education, mentorship, and 
capacity building. By working alongside 
colleagues in Sri Lanka, participants 
will contribute to a lasting partnership 
centred on shared learning and improved 
patient care.
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Join the HPBridge ACCORD Registry
Be part of a global effort to 
improve HPB surgery through 
data, collaboration, and quality 
improvement.
The HPBridge ACCORD (Abdominal 
Resections Collaborative Outcomes and 
Research Database) is a free, not-for-
profit international registry developed 
specifically to support HPB teams, with a 
particular focus on low- and middle-income 
countries. Endorsed by the IHPBA, ACCORD 
provides participating centres with a simple, 
practical way to collect high-quality surgical 
outcomes data, benchmark their results, and 
contribute to collaborative research. 
Unlike traditional research registries, 
ACCORD is designed for everyday clinical 
practice. The registry focuses on a core 
set of HPB procedures and 90-day 
postoperative outcomes, minimizing the 
burden of data collection while providing 
meaningful insights for clinical audit and 
quality improvement. Participating centres 
retain ownership of their patient-identifiable 

data and have real-time access to their own 
datasets, while contributing de-identified 
data to regional and global benchmarking 
reports. 
By joining ACCORD, your centre will become 
part of an international network committed 
to improving HPB care through shared 
learning, collaboration, and evidence-based 
practice. As the registry grows, participating 
centres will also help build one of the first 
global datasets focused specifically on HPB 
surgery in LMIC settings.
Getting started is easy. Orientation materials, 
user guides, and support resources are 
available through the HPBridge website, 
and new centres are guided through the 
onboarding process.
If your centre is interested in joining the 
ACCORD Registry, visit the HPBridge 
ACCORD pages on the IHPBA website 
to learn more and begin the registration 
process:
HPBridge ACCORD: 
ihpba.org/294_HPBridge-ACCORD.html
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HPBridge Member Spotlight
Building Connections Through HPBridge

When I joined HPBridge, I expected an 
educational program. Instead, I found an 
international community that encourages 
discussion, mentorship, and genuine 
collaboration among HPB surgeons at 
different stages of their careers. Presenting 
a challenging case from my institution during 
an HPBridge session was one of my most 
meaningful experiences. Discussing it with 
internationally recognized HPB surgeons 
broadened my perspective, and months later, 
one of the faculty members visited Peru and 
had the opportunity to meet the patient, 
turning a virtual discussion into a lasting 
connection.
That same spirit of collaboration has shaped 
my research as well. Before joining HPBridge, 
I had been working on a multicenter study 
across Latin America on failure-to-rescue 

after pancreatoduodenectomy, now accepted 
as an oral presentation at the upcoming 
IHPBA World Congress in Singapore. This 
year, I was honored to receive the 2026–2027 
IHPBA Kenneth Warren Fellowship, which is 
supporting the next phase of the project by 
expanding the collaboration beyond its original 
Latin American scope to reach partners 
across the Americas, including the United 
States and Canada, while also welcoming new 
Latin American countries into the network 
through relationships built within the HPBridge 
community.
I am grateful to be part of HPBridge and look 
forward to meeting many of its members 
in person in Singapore this October, as we 
continue building collaborations in research, 
education, and patient care across our global 
HPB network.

Angela Valer Basurco 
HPBridge Group 6 Hospital Nacional Guillermo Almenara Irigoyen, Lima, Peru
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Nepal Chapter In-Reach 
Program 2025
The IHPBA Nepal Chapter successfully 
conducted its 2025 In-Reach Program in 
Jhapa, in the eastern region of Nepal, on 13 
December 2025. Organized in association with 
the Department of Surgical Gastroenterology, 
Tribhuvan University Teaching Hospital, 
Maharajgunj Medical Campus, Institute of 
Medicine, the one-day educational program 
focused on HPB emergencies. The local host 
was Dr. Shambhu Nawal, Consultant General 
Surgeon at Doctor Nawal Multispecialty 
Hospital, Jhapa. 
The program brought together 16 faculty 
members from across Nepal to discuss 
the diagnosis and management of HPB 
emergencies. The scientific agenda 
covered a wide range of topics, including 
the Tokyo Guidelines for acute cholecystitis 
and cholangitis, bile duct injury, liver 
abscesses, acute pancreatitis, HPB-related 
gastrointestinal bleeding, trauma, and other 
emergency presentations. Four scientific 
sessions were chaired by five consultant 
surgeons from eastern Nepal, encouraging 
discussion and the exchange of experience 
among participants. 
A total of 60 delegates attended, including 
residents, consultant surgeons, and young 
surgeons from Jhapa, Dharan, Biratnagar, 
and other parts of eastern Nepal. The strong 
participation reflected the enthusiasm 
for regional educational activities and the 
opportunity to learn from colleagues with 
expertise in HPB surgery. 

Professor Paleswan Joshi Lakhey, who led the 
initiative on behalf of the Nepal Chapter, noted 
that the program was very much appreciated 
by the local surgeons and residents who 
attended. She believes that programs such 
as this will definitely make a positive impact 
on the management of HPB emergencies 
by strengthening knowledge and fostering 
collaboration among surgeons across the 
country. 
The In-Reach Program reflects the Nepal 
Chapter's commitment to bringing high-quality 
HPB education closer to surgeons practicing 
outside the major academic centres. By 
delivering focused educational activities in 
different regions of the country, the Chapter 
aims to strengthen local capacity and promote 
the exchange of knowledge among surgeons 
at all stages of their careers.
Following the success of the Jhapa meeting, 
the next Nepal Chapter In-Reach Program is 
planned for Janakpur, in Nepal's Terai region, 
in 2026, with the date to be announced. 
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Celebrating 10 Years of Progress at the 
Kenyan Chapter HPB Conference
The Kenyan Chapter of the European-African 
Hepato-Pancreato-Biliary Association 
(E-AHPBA) recently celebrated a significant 
milestone with its 2026 Annual Hepato-
Pancreato-Biliary (HPB) Conference, held 
from 8–12 June in Nairobi. Centred on the 
theme “Essential HPB for the Modern General 
Surgeon,” the meeting not only delivered a 
comprehensive scientific programme but also 
marked the Chapter’s 10th anniversary.
The five-day programme combined expert-led 
education with practical surgical training. It 
opened with a pre-conference workshop on 
biliary drainage, including lectures and hands-
on Blumgart hepaticojejunostomy training. The 
conference programme included state-of-the-
art scientific sessions on hepatic, pancreatic 
and biliary surgery delivered by faculty from 
Kenya, the United Kingdom, Egypt, South 
Africa and Namibia. The meeting concluded 

with three days of live endoscopic and surgical 
procedures at Kenyatta National Hospital, 
providing delegates with valuable real-world 
learning opportunities.
Reflecting on the conference and the 
Chapter’s first decade, the organisers 
acknowledged that significant challenges 
remain in delivering HPB care across the 
region. At the same time, the meeting 
reinforced a shared belief that sustained 
progress is achieved through education, 
partnership and the deliberate development 
of a strong HPB workforce in Kenya and 
throughout sub-Saharan Africa.
The relationships strengthened during the 
conference are expected to enhance referral 
pathways and support continued collaboration 
as the HPB community works together to 
improve care across the region
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Volunteer Opportunity: Support 
HPB Surgical Training in Ethiopia
The American College of Surgeons Health 
Outreach Program for Equity (ACS H.O.P.E.) 
is seeking 1–2 US-based HPB surgeons to 
participate in its ongoing collaboration with 
Hawassa University in Ethiopia.
ACS H.O.P.E. partners with surgical training 
institutions in low-resource settings to 
strengthen local surgical capacity through 
sustainable education, mentorship, and clinical 
collaboration. Hawassa University serves as 
one of the program's flagship surgical training 
collaboratives, focused on expanding surgical 
education, research, and patient care while 
building long-term local expertise.
Volunteers are needed to provide clinical 
support and mentorship to an HPB surgeon 
at Hawassa University. The commitment 
involves a 1–2 week visit during the 2026–2027 
academic year (July 2026–July 2027). This 
is an excellent opportunity to contribute 
to surgical education, foster international 
collaboration, and support the development of 
HPB care in a growing academic center.

If you are interested in learning 
more, please contact:

  Dr. Nabeel Zafar
  zafars@surgery.wisc.edu
  410-446-7225

Dr. Zafar will be happy to 
provide additional details about 
the program and volunteer 
experience.
We encourage members 
who are passionate about 
global surgery, education, and 
mentorship to consider this 
rewarding opportunity.


